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CONCRETE PROGRESS

Steph Chambers/Post-Gazette photos
Construction worker Tony Jefferson walks past part of the $900 million Southern Beltway project, which will
connect Interstate 79 and Route 22 near Pittsburgh International Airport, on Thursday on the boundary of
South Fayette and Cecil.

SEE HIGHWAY, PAGE A-4

By Ed Blazina
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Construction crews work on the beltway Thursday in South Fayette.

Dale  Rosinski  stands  on  the
finished  side  of  a  1,500-foot
curved bridge across the valley
above  Fort  Cherry  Road  in
Robinson,  Washington  County.
He  watches  as  crews  set  rein-
forcement  bars  on  the  unfin-
ished bridge beside it  in prepa-
ration for overnight paving.

Miles of finished roadway for
the new Southern Beltway lead
up to each end of the bridge. In
some  areas,  mile  markers  and
exit signs already are in place.

“It’s  really  starting  to  come
together,”  said  Mr.  Rosinksi,
construction  project  manager
for consultant CDR Maguire.

The 13-mile,  $900  million toll
road  that  the  Pennsylvania
Turnpike is building near Pitts-
burgh  International  Airport,
joining Interstate 79 near South-
pointe with Route 22, is heading
into  its  final  year  of  mainline
construction.

Although some excavation re-
mains  for  the  complicated  I-79
interchange, four years of work
to  level  hills  and  fill  in  valleys
for  road  construction  has  been
completed. Five of the seven sec-
tions  of  the  project  are  just

waiting finishing touches.
The  Southern  Beltway  is

starting to look like the first to-
tally new highway built  in this
region in decades.

Bridging a challenge
It’s hard to surprise Bob Kohl-

myer, a construction supervisor
for  CDR  Maguire  with  decades
of construction experience.

But  when  he  walked  into  a

meeting with contractors for the
bridge  over  Fort  Cherry  Road
earlier  this  year,  he  didn’t  ex-
pect their solution to an age-old
challenge.  When  crews  assem-
ble girders for the framework of
a new bridge, it’s almost inevita-
ble  that  the  beams  come  up  at
least a few inches short because
bolts  fit  in  a  loose  slot  that  al-
lows some variation from one to
the next.

In  Mr.  Kohlmyer’s  experi-
ence,  crews  usually  make  ad-
justments to the beams to make

Southern Beltway faces miles of paving before 2022 opening

Show introduces 9 women who gave
Andy Warhol a ‘Femme Touch’

SEE WARHOL, PAGE A-2

By Marylynne Pitz
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

The Andy Warhol Museum
Images from “Femme Touch,” an exhibition on women intertwined with
Andy Warhol's life and career, are on display at The Andy Warhol Museum
on the North Side.

Andy  Warhol  befriended  ac-
tresses,  filmmakers,  models,  musi-
cians  and  singers.  Some  achieved
fame,  while  others  were  ill-fated
comets  who  streaked  only  briefly
across tabloid headlines.

Now, nine creative women who
influenced the Pittsburgh-born pop
artist are the subject of a new exhi-
bition, “Femme Touch,” on view at
The  Andy  Warhol  Museum
through Jan. 3. Organized by chief
curator Jose Carlos Diaz, this excel-
lent show features stunning photo-
graphs,  digitally  remastered  color
film footage and a dazzling array of
portraits.

The North Side museum’s galler-
ies have a “classy trashy” feel cre-
ated by Erin Foster, a local graphic
designer  who  blended  diner  decor
and  movie  house  mystery  with
coral  neon  signs  glowing  on  walls
painted a dark eggplant shade.

The  show  begins  with  Warhol’s

mother,  Julia,  dressed  in  a  round
hat, a string of pearls and a going-to-
church dress. Photographer Duane
Michals’  affectionate  portrait  in

Warhol’s  Manhattan  apartment
conveys the lifelong bond between

Counties fight Wolf’s stay
of order to lift restrictions

SEE WOLF, PAGE A-4

By Torsten Ove
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Lawyers  representing  four
counties and Republican politi-
cians said Monday the adminis-
tration  of  Gov.  Tom  Wolf  has
failed  to  show  why  a  federal
judge’s order striking down sev-
eral  of  the  main  COVID-19-re-
lated  restrictions  imposed  by
Mr. Wolf should be stayed.

U.S.  District  Judge  William
Stickman  IV  in  Pittsburgh  on
Sept.  14  ruled  that  the  restric-
tions violated the U.S. Constitu-
tion.

The ruling meant that gather-
ings  of  more  than  250  people
outdoors  and  25  indoors  would
be  permitted  despite  the  fact
that the state continues to urge
citizens to avoid big gatherings.

Mr.  Wolf,  a  Democrat,  asked
for  a  stay  of  the  order  and  the
judge set Monday as a deadline
for the plaintiffs to respond.

Lawyers  for  the  plaintiffs
said  the  Wolf  administration

has failed to establish any of the
four  elements  required  to  stay
the court order.

Specifically,  the  attorneys
said  the  administration  has
failed  to  show  that  it  will  pre-
vail  on the  merits  of  an appeal
to the 3rd U.S.  Circuit  Court of
Appeals,  that  the  administra-
tion  will  suffer  “irreparable
harm” if the stay is not granted,
that the plaintiffs will not suffer
greater  harm  if  the  stay  is
granted  and  that  the  public  in-
terest will be served by granting
the stay.

“Despite the complete lack of
evidence,  defendants  continue
to  assert  that  further  constitu-
tional  violations  are  needed  to
protect the citizens of the Com-
monwealth  of  Pennsylvania
from  themselves,”  the  lawyers
wrote. “If  such assertions were
true,  surely,  defendants  would
have been able to produce some
expert testimony or evidence in

Trump
to make
SCOTUS
pick by
Saturday

SEE COURT, PAGE A-6

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON  —  President
Donald Trump said Monday he ex-
pects to announce his pick for the
Supreme  Court  by  week’s  end  —
before  Justice  Ruth  Bader  Gins-
burg is buried — launching a mon-
umental Senate confirmation fight
ahead of the November election.

Mr.  Trump said  he  is  planning
to  name  his  pick  by  Friday  or
Saturday,  ahead of  the  first  presi-
dential election debate.

Justice  Ginsburg’s  casket  is  to
be on view mid-
week  on  the
iconic steps out-
side  the  court
and  later  at  the
Capitol.  She  is
to  be  buried
next  week  in  a
private  service
at  Arlington
National Cemetery.

Democrats, led by presidential
nominee  Joe  Biden,  are  protest-
ing  the  Republicans’  rush  to  re-
place  Justice  Ginsburg,  saying
voters  should  speak  first  —  on
Election  Day,  Nov.  3  —  and  the
winner  of  the  White  House
should fill the vacancy.

Mr. Trump told “Fox & Friends”
he had a list of five finalists, “prob-
ably four.” He says his choice will
likely be a woman.

As  for  the  swift  action,  Mr.
Trump said, “I think that would be
good for the Republican Party, and
I think it would be good for every-
body to get it over with.”

The  impending  clash  over  the
vacant  seat  —  when  to  fill  it  and
with  whom  —  has  scrambled  the
stretch run of the presidential race
for  a  nation  already  reeling  from
the pandemic that has killed nearly
200,000 people,  left  millions unem-
ployed  and  heightened  partisan
tensions and anger.

Democrats  point  to  the  hypoc-
risy  of  Republicans  in  trying  to
rush through a pick so close to the
election after refusing to do so for
President Barack Obama in Febru-
ary  2016,  long  before  that  year’s
election. Mr. Biden is appealing to

4 towns
consider
combining
police into
one force

SEE POLICE, PAGE A-4

By Ashley Murray
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Four Mon Valley communities
have  the  support  of  Allegheny
County and the state to join their
small  police  departments  into
one regional force, but some local
officials aren’t yet convinced that
the idea could improve efficiency
and public safety to their commu-
nities.

County  Executive  Rich  Fitz-
gerald  joined  elected  officials
from Braddock,  East  Pittsburgh,
North  Braddock  and  Rankin  on
Monday  to  applaud  the  work
community leaders have done to
lead a “historic” push in “realiz-
ing that the whole can be greater
than the sum of the parts.”

“We know that East Pittsburgh
right  now  doesn’t  have  police,
and they rely on state police, and
each one of the boroughs and mu-
nicipalities has a challenge,” Mr.
Fitzgerald said at a news confer-
ence in front of the Braddock mu-
nicipal building.

The  four  boroughs  currently
have  31  part-time  officers,  some
of whom make overtime, and two
full-time officers  among them —
with  Braddock  having  8.5  part-
time officers;  North Braddock at
13 part-time and one full-time offi-
cer;  and  Rankin  at  9.5  part-time
and  one  full-time,  according  to
the  Pennsylvania  Department  of
Community  and  Economic
Development.

Proponents  of  regionalization
argue that the cash-strapped mu-
nicipalities would be able to pool
resources  and  hire  a  full-time
force  with  benefits  rather  than
facing  the  “revolving  door”  of
part-time officers.

“Our  police  budget  is  over  a
third of our entire budget, so this
is  a  big  deal,”  said  Tina  Doose,
one  of  Braddock’s  council  mem-
bers.

The  regionalization  proposal,
developed in part with the state,
calls for 12 full-time officers — a
chief, a sergeant, a detective and/
or traffic officer, and eight patrol
officers -— plus six part-time offi-
cers and a secretary for a total of
$771,000  in  salaries  and  $520,000

ON THE WEB
See more photos and videos
online at post-gazette.com.
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• Ginsburg to
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week, Page A-6

How to build a highway
The making of the Southern Beltway
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Beltway faces miles of paving before its opening
HIGHWAY, FROM A-1
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Making progress
After more than a year of preparation and excavation, crews building the 
Southern Beltway interchange with Interstate 79 have broken through the 
land under the highway to create a valley for interchange ramps. The new 
southbound bridge over the valley has been completed as the Pennsylvania 
Turnpike’s 13-mile toll road moves into the final year of construction on the 
main highway. Crews are in the process of moving more than 2.5 million 
cubic yards of dirt before constructing the northbound bridge.
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Steph Chambers/Post-Gazette
CDR Maguire project manager Dale Rosinski and assistant project manager Josh Farley
inspect a newly built bridge on Thursday in Robinson, Washington County.

everything  fit.  Not  in  this
case.

Instead,  when  crews
came up short on the fourth
of seven piers, they attached
hydraulic jacks to the top of
the  115-foot-tall  bridge  pier
to  pull  it  closer  to  the
beams. Of course, this is af-
ter  the  piers  had  been  an-
chored in bedrock at least 10
feet under ground.

“This  is  the  first  one
where  I’ve  seen  them  do
that,”  Mr.  Kohlmyer  said.
“But  it  worked.  There’s
enough play in the pier that
they could move it without
causing any problem.”

Just  building  a  curved
bridge  comes  with  its  own
challenges.

For  example,  beams  for
curved bridges usually are
assembled  in  pairs  on  the
ground. That’s  because ex-
perience  has  taught  work-
ers beams installed one at a
time twist inexplicably and
quickly  throw  the  struc-
ture way off-kilter, but that
doesn’t happen with pairs.

Once  the  pairs  were  as-
sembled  on  the  ground,  a
precisely  positioned  crane
lifted  them  —  in  this  case,
more  than  100  feet  —  into
place.  Engineers  spend
hours  calculating  within
inches  the  position  of  the
crane  and  the  precise  lift
point on the beams because
being  slightly  wrong  could
cause the crane to tip or oth-
erwise  not  position  the
beam properly.

As  Mr.  Rosinksi  put  it,
the  process  involves  ma-
terial  that  is  “very  large,
very heavy with little room
for error.”

On a long bridge like this,
pouring  concrete  for  the
deck  also  takes  some  engi-
neering finesse. Using a 40-
foot-wide  slipform  paving
machine,  crews poured the
area  between  bridge  piers
first to take the camber out
of  the surface,  then did the
area over the piers.

If they did the piers first,
the middle  areas would de-
velop  even  more  camber
and make the  road hard to
drive.

In  addition,  the  curves
have  a  slight  bank  like  a
race track to help hold vehi-
cles  onto  the  surface.  That
bank  is  obvious  walking
across  the  pavement,  but
Mr. Rosinski said it will be
barely noticeable to drivers.

The  fact  the  bridge
crosses  over  three  trails,
two roads and a stream also
required  close  communi-

cation  with  people  who
want  to  use  those  facilities
during construction.

“It’s  challenging,  but  it’s
construction,”  said  Josh
Farley,  assistant  project
manager  for  Maguire.  “It’s
just the job we do in a lot of
ways.”

Interchange
breakthrough

Crews  for  Walsh  Con-
struction  II  had  a  major
breakthrough last month af-
ter building the southbound
bridge  on  I-79  just  north  of
the  Southpointe  exit:  They
excavated  away  about  30
feet  of  land  just  below  the
surface  of  the  structure,
opening space under it so it
actually  has  something  to
“bridge.”

That  open  space  is  the
key  to  the  beltway’s  inter-
change  with  I-79,  the  most
expensive,  most  compli-
cated  section  of  the  project
at  $174.3  million.  The  new
valley  will  accommodate
the  spaghetti-like  series  of
ramps that will go under the
highway  before  connecting
the  new  toll  road  with  the
interstate.

Last  summer,  crews
closed the southbound lanes
in  that  area  and  shifted  all
traffic  to  the  northbound
side.  That  allowed  them  to
build the first bridge.

But they built that bridge
by  excavating  just  enough
space  for  the  middle  pier
and the abutments on each
end of the 430-foot span. Dirt
remained under  the  rest  of
the bridge.

After  the bridge was fin-
ished and all  traffic  shifted
to  the  southbound side,  ex-
cavators  finished  opening
up  the  valley  by  clearing
dirt about 30 feet deep from
each side of the pier and cre-
ating  temporary  roads
where the ramps will be in
the future.

On Thursday, Mr. Farley
watched from the old aban-
doned  northbound  lanes
that  sit  about  10  feet  lower
than  the  southbound  lanes
as  three  excavators  filled
dump trucks in the new val-
ley.

Although  four  lanes  of
traffic  on  the  southbound
side have been jammed into
the  space  that  usually  car-
ries  two  lanes  and  part  of
the  median,  motorists
whizzed  by.  The  narrow
lanes  haven’t  created  any
problems  with  congestion
during the project.

“People  are  driving  too
fast, which means [the con-
ditions]  are  too  good,”  Mr.
Farley said.

The crews are preparing
the  site  to  raise  the  north-
bound  lanes  so  the  new
bridge will be parallel with
the southbound side and to
narrow  the  median  in  this
area from 40 feet  to 15 feet.
This bridge will be built in a
more  traditional  manner
above the open valley.

In addition,  a  40-foot  hill
in the distance between the
northbound lanes and Mor-
ganza  Road  will  be  exca-
vated  for  one  of  the  inter-
change ramps. For now, the
space under the bridge will
serve as the service road for

a  parade  of  dump  trucks
hauling  dirt  from  one  side
of the interstate to the other.

“We’ve  got  about  2  mil-
lion cubic yards of material
on the east side of I-79 that’s
going over  to  the  west  side
of  I-79,”  Mr.  Farley  said.
“We’ve got plenty of dirt to
go around.”

That’s  what’s  left  of  the
6.5  million  cubic  yards  of
dirt  that  crews  will  move
as  part  of  the  interchange
project. Engineers use com-
puter  modeling  to  deter-
mine where to use the ma-
terial  elsewhere  because
“keeping  it  on-site  is  cost
effective”  compared  to
hauling it away and dump-
ing it.

On  the  west  side  of  the
interstate,  crews  are  run-
ning  five  dump  trucks
from  the  on-site  concrete
plant  to  the  mainline  just
down  the  hill,  where  a
crew of about a dozen uses
a slipform paving machine
to  lay  fresh  pavement.  In
this digital age, a series of
surveying machines sends
radio  signals  to  the  ma-
chine to control the thick-
ness of the pour, a process
done  in  the  past  using
lines of string.

Crews  use  squeegees  on
20-foot  poles  to  smooth  the
surface  and  eliminate  any
imperfections. Another ma-
chine  follows  the  paver  to
spray  a  special  compound
on  the  surface  to  keep  it
from  curing  too  quickly,
which causes more cracks.

The  goal  is  to  pave  the
mainline to  the  edge of  the
bridge  and  leave  the  path

under open so it can be used
for  moving  dirt,  then  pave
as much of the interchange
ramps  on  the  east  side  as
possible  before  the  snow
flies.

“The  big  focus  for  the
winter  months  is  hauling
the  material  from  the  east
side so that is ready for pav-
ing  next  year,”  Mr.  Farley
said.  “As  soon  as  humanly
possible  next  spring,  we’ll
start paving again and keep
moving through the season
until we’re done.”

Home stretch
Last  year,  with  activity

in  each  section  of  the  proj-
ect, crews were performing
about $1 million of work ev-
ery  day  on  the  beltway.
Now, entering the sprint to
open the mainline next fall,
that’s  down  to  about
$500,000 a day.

In addition to the paving,

remaining  work  for  next
year  includes  marking
lanes  and  installing  mil-
lions  of  dollars’  worth  of
electronic  message  boards
and traditional road signs.

The  goal,  despite  two
summers  of  near-record
rain and a three-week stop-
page  in  March  due  to  the
COVID-19  pandemic,  re-
mains to finish work on the
I-79  interchange  by  June
2022.

“This  [dry,  hot  summer]
hasn’t  been  the  best  of
weather  for  a  lot  of  indus-
tries, but for us, it was just
what  we  needed,”  Mr.  Far-
ley  said.  “We’re  back  on
schedule and should be fin-
ished by June 2022.”

Ed Blazina:
eblazina@post-gazette.com,
412-263-1470 or on Twitter
@EdBlazina.

Wolf’s request for stay
fought by 4 counties
WOLF, FROM A-1

support  thereof.  None
was  produced  and  the
time  for  such  unsubstan-
tiated  rhetoric  has  long
since passed.”

The lawyers said Judge
Stickman  explained  in  a
66-page opinion his analy-
sis of the evidence, factual
findings and his rationale
in  holding  that  the  re-
strictions  violate  the
right of assembly guaran-
teed by the  First  Amend-
ment.  They  also  said  the
judge was correct in find-
ing  the  stay-at-home  or-
ders and business closure
components  of  the  gover-
nor’s  order  violate  the
due  process  clause  and
the  equal  protection
clauses  of  the  14th
Amendment.

The  original  plaintiffs
in the case were the coun-
ties  of  Washington,  But-
ler,  Greene  and  Fayette,
along with U.S. Rep. Mike
Kelly,  of  Butler  County,
and  state  Reps.  Marci
Mustello,  of  Butler
County;  Daryl  Metcalfe,
of  Cranberry;  and  Tim
Bonner,  of  Grove  City,
Mercer  County.  All  are
Republicans.

Democratic  Attorney
General  Josh  Shapiro’s
office  had  asked  for  the
stay  pending  the  appeal
and to “maintain the sta-
tus  quo  with  respect  to
stay-at-home,  business
closure  and  congregate
limit orders.”

State  lawyers  said

lifting  the  restrictions
now will endanger lives.

“The  virus  still  exists
and  continues  to  infect
hundreds  of  Pennsylva-
nians  each  day,”  they
said.

But  lawyers  for  the
plaintiffs said there is no
evidence  to  support  that
contention.  They  also
said  the  stay  will  not
serve  the  public  interest
as Mr. Wolf says it will.

“With  respect  to  the
fourth  element,  whether
the public interest will be
served by the granting of
the stay,  there is no time
in  our  history  that  the
continued  infringement
upon and violation of the
citizens’  constitutional
rights  can  be  said  to  fur-
ther  the  public’s  inter-
est,” they said.

“With respect to the
fourth element ...
there is no time in
our history that the
continued infringe-
ment upon and vio-
lation of the citizens’
constitutional rights
can be said to
further the public’s
interest.”
— Lawyers of counties that

won ruling against Wolf’s
COVID-19 restrictions

4 towns consider police consolidation
POLICE, FROM A-1
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    Mon Valley police 
departments being 
proposed for 
consolidation

Steve Mellon/Post-Gazette
Braddock Mayor Chardae Jones discusses efforts to create a
regional police force during a press conference in Braddock on
Monday. She was joined by other Braddock officials, as well as
those from East Pittsburgh, North Braddock and Rankin, as
well as Allegheny County Executive Rich Fitzgerald.

in benefits.
That  plan,  if  adopted,

could  save  the  municipali-
ties a combined $220,915 in
2021  compared  to  2018
spending,  according  to  the
Department of Community
and  Economic  Develop-
ment.

The  plan  also  has  the
support  of  Attorney  Gen-
eral Josh Shapiro, who sub-
mitted  a  statement  to  be
read at Monday’s event.

While  East  Pittsburgh
and  Rankin  councils  have
approved  a  resolution  to
form  a  commission  that
would  begin  the  regional-
ization  process,  Braddock
and  North  Braddock’s  leg-
islative bodies have not.

Braddock  council  will
meet  Tuesday  evening  to
vote on the issue.

“If  Braddock  and  North
Braddock  both  decided  to
not  move  forward,  this
would die on the vine,” Ms.
Doose said.

North  Braddock  is  ex-
pected  to  meet  next  week,
according  to  Council-
woman Lisa Franklin.

“I’m  all  for  it,”  Ms.
Franklin  said.  “I  believe
it’s  fiscally  responsible.  I
believe  it’s  a  good  begin-
ning  for  our  borough.  The
pay  for  our  police  officers
[is] well under $20 an hour
right now.”

A  2018  Pittsburgh  Post-
Gazette analysis found dis-
parities  among  the  more
than  100  police  depart-
ments  in  the  county,  nota-
bly in pay, training and de-
mographics.

Municipal  police

training  came  under  scru-
tiny after the June 2018 po-
lice  shooting  of  unarmed
teen  Antwon  Rose  II  in
East Pittsburgh.

Following  the  incident,
East Pittsburgh officers ad-
mitted  that  they  did  not
have  written  procedures
for  handling  critical  inci-
dents  like  officer-involved
shootings.

That  police  department
disbanded  in  December
2018, and state troopers as-
sumed patrol of the area.

“The  state  police  do  an
excellent  job,  but  the  real-
ity is they are spread very
thin,”  said  Seth  Abrams,
East  Pittsburgh’s  borough
manager.

“The ability to have full-
time  officers  that  are  lo-
cally  based  gives  us  sta-

bility  to  provide  appropri-
ate  training  and  have  a
level of accountability that
we  expect  and  our  resi-
dents demand of us.”

But  not  everyone  is  on
board,  with  opponents  ex-
pressing  concerns  about
safety and job losses.

“It  creates  a  safety  issue
for  the  community  and  a
safety issue for the officers,”
said  Braddock  Police  Chief
Guy Collins. “They’re trying
to  sell  this  like,  ‘They’ll  be
full-time,  they’ll  be  this,
they’ll  be  that.’  How  many
officers are you going to hire
back?”

Chief Collins said that the

plan only allows for three to
four  full-time  officers  at  a
time  to  patrol  the  four  bor-
oughs,  which  span  over  3
square  miles  and  have
roughly 10,000 residents.

Braddock council has “ta-
bled  it  because  we  want  to
talk  to  more  people  to  see
how  they  feel,”  said  Robert
Park, council president.

“If  there’s  a  shooting  in
Rankin, who’s going to stop
the  burglary  in  East  Pitts-
burgh?” he said. “I’m all for
regionalization, but it has to
make sense.”

Ashley Murray: amur-
ray@post-gazette.com
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